Noverher 21, 1952

Dr. P, R. BEdwards
Commnloohle Disease Canter
B.0. Box 189 :
Ch&mtﬂ»’i, Gt‘#u

Dear NDr. “Buwords:

Therk you vary much for the most interesting report on culiures
5731-5745-52. As you will have noted, 8ach of thess dlzgawszs sgrees
with the peastin nrediction, axespiing the fdsntification of 293 and

the diphasicily of 5744, which wag an open Juestion. I do not think 1t
will ba aecessary for e W burden you with any further lsrge groups of
recogbliuavicn: servvypes after the prescnt bateh which yjou huve alrassdy
in pand. Laough Las bsen wome o suppurt e genersiity of the process.
For the asxi couple of months L will concentrats un tie dstails of more
resirioted ccubinations, w nelp wsolidify ths geastic tuscry. Then, I
wiil be in a better poaltion to collaborate witn you mors clesely at
Chamblee when I viai®, and to omphasize soms of the broadsr serotypic
probleis .

Sah=32 \gepisiyl) WOTTies nmo someulla. iere is u combination that is
not, as far as I kaow, repressuted in the dlsgnostic scheme. The experimen-
tul rosult shows that lte absenve is w0l dus Lu any iacounsistency with
g2a0bic possidllibise, ib iy raiss (ne questivn of woe laportance of the
trangduction process ia nature, Alteraatively, uhis coabination may be some-
hov asaiadupted [or rewsous tual we sannot nuw penstrate. usn the other hand,
5Ta5-02 {3V V Xdls el provides ai ieust o pusaibie kil Zor the origin
of ths monophudic “reading' stuuied by Cheryy sud yoursell some time ago.

A few mterials would be of soms nslp for @y imssdiate further work.
They are, if avellable, scme %44 Serum; the java strain from which #7157
was originally ieclated; and, to help clear up & noint of nonfusion that
arcse recently, another sub. of $#6 (3. puratynhi b; nradosinaatiy 1,2).

I am sorry not to have emphasirzed this in ay letter: 37-066 is a galactose-

negative mutant of Kauffmenn's #248. It was used instead of #4i8 in most of

the transduction rimeihs, as the marker is a control oa contamination.

The anomalous b-agglutination occurred in a SW-666 culturs which proved to

be largely rough. It 1s still there in the original broth mixture, but all

cf the isolated colonlee are either spontansously or in-agglutinabdd, so I
would assume that the apparent b-reaction is an artefact. I will send the
original #248 in a future shipment, but will assume that SW-666 can be

used as its serological squivalent. Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



